Steps to Setting Up Your

Google Places




Why You Should Use Local Search

All of the major search engines are now using some sort of local search technology
to display information about companies that are based in one specific geographic
location.

You may have heard it can take months for a website to make it to the top of the
search engines. If you’re in a highly-competitive niche, you may never be able to
make it there. Fortunately, local search makes it easy to grab a top ranking in
Google very quickly.

Local search results appear at the top of the results, before the standard results
are shown. This means that they get a lot of attention, often more so than the
actual search results.

If your business is not listed here, but your competitors are, you will be losing a lot
of business. In some areas, thousands of people use Google and other search
engines to find local businesses just like yours every single day!

It just makes sense to make use of this technology. It’s free to submit your
business, and it can make a big difference to your bottom line.




Google Places

Google Places is the new name for their Business Center. Using this service, you
can “claim” your business in Google and customize your listing on Google Maps
and other important services.

Google is the largest search engine, with an estimated 75-85% market share. Most
of your online efforts should be focused on making sure your business has a
prominent presence in this search engine.

While this can be accomplished by creating a website for your company and using
search engine optimization techniques, it could take several weeks or even months
before your site ranks well and starts to see significant amounts of traffic.

The best way to make sure your company has a strong presence is through the use
of Google Places. If you have ever done a search for a local business on Google,
you’ve probably noticed the Google Places listings at the top of the search results.
They appear before the standard results, making them especially lucrative. It is
very important to make sure your business has a presence here!




Step 1: Claim Your Place Page




Step 2: Edit



Step 3: Match the Info
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Step 4: Location and Hours




Step 5: Photos



Picasa and Flickr




Picasa cont...
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Step 6: Upload Videos
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Video Naming Guidelines
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Video Naming



Broadcast

Videa Thumbrasl A
I S  E—

1 | e T 4

I e - | ™ |
‘\mmmrmrn—r-—nﬁ,r — = ! =-

— | — |

O & WO W TP bl B TR yOar SR L Lo s A e
e aekayE . Vioes can charsis & d Eesenl a1 orags Sy cicking on il Mot #
can bk up lo B noon b your mage o B updiaied.

:mnn.-ndhm‘ﬂpﬂm -

Privaty -
g ——— . Public (anvors can saaich Tor s vies -
| rEcormimended

03 Unfshed [aneone sith ihe nk cam view) Laem mows
0 Privale (only peops peu chocss can visw)

Commeita =
) Al commants dutomatioaiy

FaY
7 &} Allorw frinnds’ comments aviomatically, all b =i
L A“Hq:l:mu.al orly
) Al eommante with approval oely
1 Dot allow oovrrerte

o —
e pe——

it & Map It

| Brsencopic Vidoo Opticns




Like it, comment, share it and SAVE it

Corrrmnl Wollisg -
(=] Vs, e s B SO0 S IR Ao -
0 Dot i colemt ot | w0
Wides Kampansss -
0 Yk, ki v ot [0 B a1l el .
{¥1 You, abow reeponses aber | apgeres e S
[ Mo, doefl alow walen raspense.
Riatings -
(=) Ve, e Shis vickar ko be rabed by clters, ——

0 Mo, dond] allo i ve8es i2 b radod

Embedding b
[=] You, sxkemal sies may anbed and play Shis vWden o -

71 Mo, axiemal ses may HOT smited omd play his
WG,

Bypnhiitsen -
=1 Vel meabos g wichen map lalie: on mekds: phanes and
T Bhobin, i wichied oy fazl B areil sl on @l deracas
dhu ko oopari gt of BeRnteiry e
1 W, Bl widoed abasond meod B avirkable of ieobdc
P ad TV

FaVH Cranges U v

= - - [T




\% | Submit |

Step 8: Submit

o Nl NI T PSR N L LR, LA D U e | 7 W =Rl AT Bl

ou have uploaded 4 of up o § videos for this listing.

LAk 1 P A | e , S [
Hemowve Hamove Hameove Bemovn

= Additional Details

Pleasa arter in any ather detaits you want customers 1o know about your
business, far example:

Parking available : Yea.
Bramnds carried | Sony, Panasonic end Toshiba.

Email address:
Descriplion:

Paymont typas:

Hours:;

Categories:

/ :
-I. =
22011 Goog S201 Googh = To s of Uiz
Elg raomest Marosr I0EARE
backehapmardgigrailcom

four Professionals in Personal Injury Law,
Saxual Abuse | Sexual Harassment Law,
Workers' Compensation Law and Social
Sacurity Disabifity (Zaims. We serve resldans
of Ovegon and Morharn Calfornia.

Chack

Monday: S:00 am - 5:00 pm

Tueeday: 9:00 am - 5:00 pm

Wednesday: 2:00am - 5:00 pm
Thursday: 8:00 am - 500 pm

Fridey: 9:0 am - 500 pm

Saturday: Closad

Surday: Closad

Peraonal njuny Altormey

Saoclal Security Attamay

Aoy

Aseident Albarmey

Warkess Compensation Allamey

[Mare)

I I . O T - O Maps Home - Prvacy Policy - Googk Places Help - Gaogle Places Hame:




Verify

Imprassions |l 39 depmw) ACHONS [msd 3 g}

Nesads Action
& Mot yet published ?

Confirmalion letter sent Jan 24, 2011.
Entar your PIN: | o |

Request anather PIN ' I
r (|

it 1, ,".""'.'I. W 79 |i'. .J*- .-":ll'- M, 49

See vour lsting on Googls Maps

Create Tag
Create Boosk ad

Active W, A

S your listing on Googha Maps

fi
4780 Whond 11




Review Your Stats
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Google places
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Build Your Offer




What are Citations!

Citations are the new links but, unlike links, they are harder to get and somewhat exclusive. Only a
select few websites are used by Google for the Google Places ranking and thus you have to first
identify them and then make sure real users go there and actually review your brick and mortar
business.

Where can you get them!

*Superpages
*infolJ5A
*{ellowpages
*Citysearch

*l ocaleze

*felp

*fahoo

*Acxiom
*|nsiderPages

*[iche Industry Sites

*[Niche Civic/Municipal Sites (i.e., Chamber of Commerce, Local Directories)




How important are reviews!

® Aaron Weiche Five Technology- Being reviewed on other sites give you twice the review
when it appears in the Google places review as well. Encourage it!

® Shagun Vatsa Powered by Search- Once alocal profile is optimized to be a 100% complete
and has substantial citation sources, the number of reviews can highly influence local rankings.

® Mary Bowling - Reviews are exactly what people searching for local business information
want to see, so reviews make local business listings more valuable to searchers.

® Brian Combs ionada local - Reviews placed directly with the engines have the advantage of
going live immediately.

® Tom Crandall Tom Crandall & Associates - | believe reviews that are keyword-rich have an
impact on rankings.

]

Don Campbell Expand2Web SME - Product, service or location keywords in your reviews
can helps you show up in more searches.




www.whirlocal.com



http://www.whirlocal.com/

Contact Us

Have questions?
Third River Marketing LLC
343 Court St. NE
Salem, OR 97301

p. 503.581.4554

e. tim@thethirdriver.com




